TESTIMONIALS 

WHY DOES THIS CHANGE MATTER TO YOU? 


The real voices of the student body speak louder than 
any data set. 

With this in mind, we are including an extensive list of testimonials for you to 
understand some of the heartbreaking predicaments students are finding themselves 
in when torn between the stresses of the real world and the lofty expectations of a 
rigorous Middlebury course load. 

This list of testimonials is by no means comprehensive; we have received more than 
480 personal stories, pleas, and messages of support from students, Faculty, and 
alumni. 

We ask that you keep the information contained in these testimonies confidential as 
many students have opted to remain anonymous and disclose their information only 
for the purposes of this briefing. 

All testimonials have been made anonymous. 




I HAVE TO SUPPORT MY FAMILY 


“I come from a very low income family. I live with a single mother and my older sister. My 
older sister is currently sick. I am taking care of my sister most of the day, and maintaining 
a clean environment at home. I do most of the grocery shopping at home because my 
mother sleeps during the day and works at night. With a mother who sleeps during the 
day and afternoon, I have to make sure that I keep my noise level down. For this 
reason, I am concerned that my situation will negatively impact participating on 
Zoom calls and on my school work. 

Everyone has different circumstances and different resources, and it would be unfair 
to grade students on the same standard. I no longer have the privilege of working with 
a writing tutor [in person], meeting with an econ tutor, or seeking other advice from other 
resources that exist on Middlebury. 1 am a hard working student, and I will never take 
advantage of a situation to slack off on my work, but without the resources at 
Middlebury, I am seriously concerned that I will not be able to perform well 
academically.” 

Living with family members who depend on my familial contributions as a caretaker 
makes me concerned about how well I will be able to perform academically. Also, 
Middlebury students with more stable home lives and resources at home are better 
positioned than students whose contributions are expected and who may live in unstable 
households.” 

"I HAVE TO CARE FOR MY FAMILY, SO I DON'T HAVE ENOUGH TIME 

TO DEVOTE TO MY STUDIES."* 

“This is a time to be selfless, and aid those most vulnerable to the challenges the 
COVID-19 pandemic creates. An environment that enables one to fully focus on their 
academics is unfortunately not what the majority of middlebury students are probably 
dealing with at the moment. In my case, I chose to move in and help care for an at-risk 
family member. This is a choice 1 made, and though I stand by it, adding school work 
on top of caretaking will be challenging. We shouldn’t have to choose between opting 
for the regular/pass/fail grading options.” 

“I have significantly more responsibilities at home. I have to help out around the house 
several hours a day with cooking, cleaning, and child care. I also have to work while I 
am at home, and completing school work is much more difficult than it is while I am 
on campus. There are many other students in a similar position, and many more students 




who are at an even greater disadvantage than myself. During a time of international 
anxiety and worry about a pandemic, grades are the last thing any of us should be 
concerned about.” 

“My family is recovering from a natural disaster, hurricane Florence, and universal 
pass/fail will give me more time to support my family through the recovery process.” 

“My mom’s a nurse - I’ve been running the house as she self-quarantines so she doesn’t 
get my whole family sick. Now I’ll be taking classes as well as cooking, cleaning, and 
doing laundry 3+ times a day. It’s nothing that hasn’t been done before, but will definitely 
eat out of my motivation and time to maintain my gpa.” 

“I will most likely have to take care of my family or get sick myself and will have very little 
time for my workload-heavy classes. In addition, my situation at home just isn't great in 
general Pass/D/Fail would just look bad on my academic transcript, especially when 
other classmates in better situations wouldn't invoke Pass/D/Fail and get actual 
grades. 

"THIS SHOULD BE A TIME IN WHICH EVERYONE IN OUR COMMUNITY 
SHOULD BE OFFERED A LEARNING EXPERIENCE THAT IS MINDFUL OF 
THE TIMES IN WHICH WE ARE LIVING."* 

“I am living in a small space with both of my siblings who are also doing online school and 

I have virtually no privacy or access to a quiet workspace. I am unsure about having 
reliable WiFi My mom is a healthcare worker and she is unable to come home due to 
exposure risks so I have to help take care of my younger siblings. 

“I live in a studio apartment with my undocumented mother who has no job. I need to find 
a job in order to sustain my family and do my part to keep my family afloat. Back on 
campus I had a job which allowed me to do that but here I don’t. I don’t have any of the 
privileges that I had on campus and 1 don’t have the time, space, or money to have 
what I had back in Middlebury. I don’t even have a bed. I have to revert to being a 
“mother” so how will I do that and also succeed in college work. I did it in high school, but 
college is a different thing. Why should my privileged counterparts have the option to 
show how well they did during trying times in our country when they are not in the same 
situation that I or many other first gen students are in?” * 

’’Because my brother is out of school and my dad works everyday, I will be spending the 
rest of semester babysitting as well as working a job to help my dad cover the costs 




of groceries and bills. I already have limited spare time and the introduction my classes 
next week will compound on my stresses.” 

“I have significantly more responsibilities at home, I have to help out around the house 
several hours a day with cooking, cleaning, and child care. I also have to work while I 
am at home, and completing school work is much more difficult than it is while I am on 
campus. There are many other students in a similar position, and many more 
students who are at an even greater disadvantage than myself. During a time of 
international anxiety and worry about a pandemic, grades are the last thing any of us 
should be concerned about 

"I started to work since coming back home because of the 
financial outlook of the coming months. I felt I needed to lend a 
hand as soon as possible before my parents are in real financial 
trouble and this just makes it that much harder to apply myself 
to academics — certainly not at the level that I would while at 

Middlebury." * 




I LACK THE RESOURCES I NEED 


“At Middlebury ! had all the resources I needed to succeed in my courses within reach. 
Now that I'm home, not only do I need to contribute to my household but I also have to 
stay on top of my school work with limited internet access and limited technology 
Usually I'd go to my local library to fix my limited resources but due to the COVID-19 
virus, all public places have been closed until further notice. I'm concerned that my 
circumstances would create a false perception about the student I am when I'm compared 
to other students at Middlebury. Just because I don't have money to buy the tools 
necessary for my education doesn't make me a "bad" student and attaching letter 
grades would help contribute to that perception.” 

"I don't have the internet at home and we have other bills to worry about. 
I'm going to have to find a job soon and I live in a different time zone. I will 
not have access to academic settings. I will be using public transportation 
most of the time and I cannot have my laptop on me for fear of being 
robbed. I have a lot of responsibilities that I would need to put first before 

school nowadays."* 

“As a first generation student, I was tasked with navigating the college experience 
practically alone. As a student that comes from a lower socio-economic status, I do not 
have the resources I need to be successful for school right now. I will try to zoom into my 
classes with limited internet access (using my phones limited hotspot) not to mention also 
complete assignments with the same hotspot. I come from a home where we have had 
power outages because of the inability to pay the bill sometimes. A home where I do 
not have a distraction free space, like my ADA accommodations letters says I should 
have. To be honest, there are just too many things that unfortunately does not allow me to 
prioritize my academics all the time. My attention is likely to be somewhere else especially 
at a time like this. I know I am just one student, but I am not the only student who will 
face this kind of adversity. This is why I support FairGradesMidd, and I want to strongly 
urge you to read the proposal and invite you to the conversation for a more equitable 
opportunity for all students.” 


"I'm currently living in an area of Jamaica that has very weak internet and 
network coverage but I am confined to remain here because of social 




distancing rules due to the virus. I'm concerned that this will make it very 
difficult to effectively engage in the remote learning system and getting 

work turned in on time." * 

“I have little access to the internet and it will be very difficult for me to complete my 
assignments, especially since libraries and internet cafes are closed.” 

“Having only been home for a week it has already been difficult to be productive in any 
capacity. The shift from having access to study spaces like Davis, BiHall, and Crossroads 
(among others) to the only space being my dining room table has been and will continue to 
be negative for me and many others. I have a small house which also means I don't have 
my own space dedicated to doing work which is why I tended not to do work at home 
even in high school. The proximity to my parents, who are both home from work due 
to these circumstances, and my sister, who will also be doing online learning from 
8am-3pm, makes it difficult to focus, with lots of voices in one space. My 
circumstances don't even compare to other students who face other challenges at home 
that affect their physical and mental health. While I tend to tell myself that I can deal with 
these kinds of difficulties, that does not mean it doesn't affect the work that I 
produce. It's one thing for me to advocate for myself. I'm not very good at that. But 
advocating on behalf of part of the Middlebury student body that has it worse than I do - 
that's another thing. These are unforeseen circumstances that are changing every day. 
[Opt-in] Pass/Fail is not equal treatment when we compare those who will be able to live 
their lives normally and comfortably amongst these changes with those who face many 
more challenges. The whole world is experiencing the effects of COVID-19 and most 
people's lives are being placed in a kind of holding state, on pause. The Middlebury 
student WILL do the best that they can, given their individual circumstances. Just let 
us have the opportunity to do so without fear of failure in a time where many truly 
are in fear. * 

“I have poor internet connection, regular tasks that I have to complete for my family, I 
may be starting a job which would take time from my schedule, and I don't have a very 
good study space at home.” 




“I have not lived at home since the beginning of my junior year of high school and 
when Middlebury announced the decision to send students home both of my parents 
expressed that I would not be allowed to live with them for longer than a couple of 
days. Quite frankly I am afraid of what will happen if I have no place else to go and try to 
stay longer. I have been working on organizing various friends houses I could stay at 
however my first stop after leaving Vermont was New York City as an initial landing pad 
and shortly after the city went on a shelter in place order. I have done everything in my 
power not to get infected but my friends and I are concerned about me spreading 
the virus to those I had intended to stay with. I am still not quite sure what I will do 
once I am asked to leave the home I'm in now, I will likely return to living in my car at 
least until I can figure out my next plan. However, this is far from an ideal living space 
and I have no idea what my access to electricity or wifi will look like considering the places 
I normally gain access to these resources are closed indefinitely. To be completely honest 
I have no clue how I expect to juggle course work in addition to finding stable living. 

I think right now, classes are simply not my top priority. Universal Pass Fail and Dual 
As help give the tools to make sure that students like me are not left behind in the 
pursuit of a potential grade boost for a small minority of the population that feels 
unaffected by this pandemic. I personally support Dual As also because I feel like it 
has the most student support and best addresses the concerns of the opt-in crowd. 
In addition it would certainly help alleviate the stress of responding to a father who 
maintains high expectations of my grades and unfortunately controls enough of my life 
that meeting these expectations is a priority. Under an opt in proposal I don't know that 
S could take pass fail classes even if I wanted to. I expect this will be a very lonely 
semester for everyone and if Middlebury can alleviate some of the stress of this 
semester it absolutely should. 

"I don't have my own room or anywhere to work quietly in my house. Due to 
my state's lockdown, I can't even leave the house to go work at the 

library."* 

“Those against the petition keep saying it "takes away choice", yet they fail to see 
that students' home situations have already stripped choice from them, where they 
no longer have all the facilities and resources key to success that Middlebury 
provides on campus. The current system offers no choices to the students with unstable 
housing, food, internet, health care, and home lives. It only gives choice to the students 
who have the same resources at home that they did on campus, and that group of 
students is incredibly small and they should want to help their friends and 
classmates check one less worry off of their long list of responsibilities.” 




“I currently don’t even have my own bedroom—I sleep on a couch—and there are 6 
extra people in my house. The entirety of my uncle’s family is staying with us indefinitely 
because they got a visa and are now immigrants here. They have no place to stay yet, I 
am not confident in my ability to do well in my classes considering I don’t have my 
own space. I also can’t go to a coffee shop or library to do work because all businesses 
are closed down in my state.” 

“I live in a very small house and am unable to really have my own space to work from. 
Since my entire state has basically shut down, there isn't anywhere else I can go to do 
work besides my home. In addition, if I am able to find a job (which is necessary for me to 

pay my own bills) I will need to prioritize work over school in order to support myself. 

I am also worried that, during these extraordinary circumstances, my current Academic 
Accommodations will not be fully recognized and/or properly fulfilled,” * 

"I don't even have my own desk at home. I have to share the dinner table 
with my two younger sisters who are also learning remotely. As the eldest I 
have the responsibility to help my 6 year old sister with her homework; I'm 
practically teaching her. I don't have reliable access to wi-fi."* 

I am an ADA student and fear the impact of the lack of accommodations outside of 
campus; I don’t think that should affect my future.” 

I am concerned that this will negatively impact kids in suboptimal living situations I 
am having a difficult time at home doing well in school because of all of the 
distractions in my household and no other options (libraries and coffee shops closed).”* 


"Thank you for this—so much. 


This petition is so important. 


FF 




I WORRY ABOUT MY HEALTH AND 

WELLBEING 


1 want to engage in my classes. I want to learn. But I am tired and I am mentally out of 
it. I need to know that it is okay to not be okay and that I will have the support I need 
to finish the semester.” 

“To be honest I can’t see myself being in a good mental state even after spring “break” 
comes to an end. My home is not a good school environment for me to engage 
academically and that is going to make things difficult for me. I am already a student 
registered with the accessibility office due to my anxiety and depression mental 
health struggles, so all of this uncertainty and fluctuation is taking a toll on me. If 
everyone could have some sort of equal playing field without worry or without questions 
asked I think that would put some of us at ease just a little. If I have to choose to do 
pass/ fail myself I’m probably not going to choose it out of fear of what it may 
impact regarding my future, however I know that choosing not to do it will heavily 
impact my mental health. If all students were to be put under this controlled condition, it 
would make me feel better and less worried about my academics. I want to engage in 
my classes. I want to learn. But I am tired and I am mentally out of it. I need to know 
that it is okay to not be okay and that I will have the support I need to finish the semester. 
Especially since some of my needed disability accommodations can not be met at my 
home, which may be the case for other students. Put us first.”* 

I live in New York with roommates, work outside of school to pay rent, and cannot 
access counseling services nearly as readily as I can at Midd I feel familial pressures, 
have difficulty affording the gas to get to and from work as I no longer have an on 
campus position, and do not have ready access to good food / fresh produce. I am 
extremely concerned about the emotional wellbeing of myself and others, let alone 
the academic impacts.” 

I am concerned about the current opt-in model because it forces all who need a 
grade for future grad school, medical school, or employment to choose the regular 
grading option even if it is against the best interest of their current health or living 
situation. I am personally unsure if I fall in the high risk category for the Coronavirus, but at 
least one of my parents is high-risk for sure. I need to be able to take care of myself to 
make sure I don’t get sick and pass it to them, and I need to be able to care for them if they 
become sick. I also need to find stable employment. I want to focus my efforts this 




semester where the need is greatest, and right now, my very life and the lives of 
others comes before my academics, and I would like to continue to work hard during 
the semester knowing I won’t be penalized for helping others at one of the most 
critical periods of my nearly twenty years of existence.” 

“My doctor thinks that my family and I have coronavirus but we still can't get tested 

It's pretty stressful and I'm not feeling well. A lot of students and their families might get 
coronavirus and it will make it challenging to manage schoolwork.” 

“There has been a shelter-in-place order issued to my state and I am constantly worried 
about my parent's health and the risk they take every day to go to work They are 
required to go to work because they work in essential industries (the possibility of being 
laid off later on as well), but knowing their pre-existing medical conditions, I can't help 
but feel worried that if they get the virus, it would be detrimental. In addition, there is a 
lack of essentials such as cough medicine in my neighborhood stores. Although I will try 
my best to stay academically focused, I can't help but think that my mental health will 
certainly be impacted.” * 

“if I have to choose to do Pass/Fail myself I’m probably not going to choose it out of fear 
of how it will affect my future. However, I know that choosing not to do it will heavily 
impact my mental health. 

My friends and I have been very worried about whether or not to choose to have 
normal grades or P/F grades. Many of us, myself included, do not have a very stable 
home life and know that we will not thrive at home but we’re also worried that if we 
choose P/F we will be viewed in a harsher light by employers and grad schools than our 
peers who have the ability to choose normal grades. I would really appreciate a system as I 
think that would not jeopardize my mental health in order to succeed academically.”* 
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"We need this 




BECAUSE "DUAL A" ADDRESSES ALL MY 

CONCERNS 


“I am the child of two high school teachers, and I also have a sibling who is in high school. 
As of right now, all 4 of us are attempting to take/teach classes remotely, despite the 
fact that we live in a relatively small house with slow wifi. As a result, it is difficult for all of 
us to access the online courses that we need, nonetheless find a quiet, isolated place to 
study without talking over each other. As a pre-medical student, I feel a lot of pressure 
to continue pursuing grades under the opt in pass/d/fail system, out of fear that 
choosing to pass my classes when other students are choosing to have their classes 
graded will hinder me as a medical school applicant I want to seethe administration 
move to a Dual A system, as this would allow me to provide grades for post graduate 
programs while alleviating the pressure of having to over-achieve during a period of 
immense stress and upheaval.” 

"A dual A policy would allow me to go through this crisis with little impact 
on my plans for the future. I support this policy because I know Middlebury 
students would not take this as a light pass, and would actually work as 
hard as they would do on campus to earn the grade." * 

“The pre-health advisory committee released a statement saying it appears that 
most medical schools will only accept P/F grades for pre-med courses if the 
college/university the applicant is coming from an institution that has adopted a 
universal P/F system. As a pre-med student, I’m worried the stresses of this semester 
will make me have to go P/F and possibly hurt my chances of attending medical school if a 
universal system is not in place. In addition, the Dual A system sounds appealing because 
GPA no longer has to be a concern, which it already was for pre-health students and those 
looking at any graduate school even before this situation. This will help secure our 
futures and ensure no matter the circumstances, everyone has an opportunity to 
continue their college education and future plans without any negative 
repercussions.” 

“I am a low-income student and at the moment my mom is not working and my dad is 
working about half as much, this is putting a strain on my family and currently I'm 
looking for a part-time job to support. I know I am going to struggle because school 
work and trying to help my family will put a lot of pressure on me. A dual A will help 
alleviate that stress and help me both academically and help my family. 




"A dual A policy would allow me to go through this crisis with little impact 
on my plans for the future. I support this policy because I know Middlebury 
students would not take this as a light pass, and would actually work as 
hard as they would do on campus to earn the grade." * 

“I've worked harder than 1 ever have on academics this semester In an ideal world, I 
would want to keep working towards high letter grades to bring upmyGPAfrom my first 
semester, but I know that within a few weeks it is likely several of my friends and 
family members around the world will become sick with COVID-19, and I can't 
imagine that I'll be in a mental state to continue working at an A level for the rest of 
the semester. The progress I've made so far is important to me, and what might have 
been an A could suddenly drop to a C because I'm caring for a sick family member, 
personally fall ill, or in the worst case, attending funerals for my loved ones. Many 
professors will find themselves in similar situations. Dual A or Pass/Fail would alleviate 
some of that: I still want to work hard to learn the material and develop strong 
relationships with my professors, but I can't pretend to know the future and whether 
or not I'll be able to continue that work Dual A especially would validate how hard 
I've worked so far while allowing for the constantly changing circumstances we're 
working in, without harming my GPA now or in the future, but Pass/Fail would also help 
somewhat. And beyond all of that, there are so many of our friends and peers 
struggling right now and telling them they're less worthy of an A because their 
situation is less stable than our own is beneath the Middlebury community.” 

Associate Professor of Education Studies Tara Affolter echoed our call for a 
more equitable grading model. In her "Education in the USA" course this 
spring. Professor Affolter will be implementing the Dual A grading system 
indicating the feasibility of this model. 


"Dual A addresses everyone's concerns!"* 




I WANT TO SUPPORT MY COMMUNITY 


“This petition states it very well; this is an unprecedented semester, for everyone—faculty 
and students alike—and it is impossible to "level the playing field" for academic 
achievement the way that living on Middlebury's campus does. It's easy for us to only 
think of ourselves during this time -- how are OUR grades going to be affected? 
How are OUR GPA's going to benefit/suffer? How are OUR lives radically different 
from how they were a month ago? -- but it's so important to consider what we do 
have, especially those who have safe spaces to reside in right now, and how we can 
help support our peers during this time who don't have these privileges. Thank you 
all so much for taking on this work.” 

“I'm signing not for myself, as I am confident in my ability to get work done during this 
crisis, but because I know that others don't have the circumstances needed to be 
successful in school and it is not fair for them to suffer because of lack of privilege 

“I am signing this petition out of concern for others who do not share the resources I 
enjoy in my home life. During this time of crisis, the economically vulnerable suffer the 
most, as they always do. In Seattle public schools for example, the equity issues created 
by school closure is a chief concern, as many students in the district do not have access to 
the internet in their homes to attend online classes.” * 

“I am an alumni, but I know had this happened while I was still a student there was no 
way I would be able to succeed academically given my home situation. During an 
unprecedented global pandemic and recession, the last thing students should have to 
worry about is grades.” 

“I have the resources and support system to make online classes work, but I spend a lot of 
my time worrying about my family. They're all at a high risk and it keeps me up at 
night. My dad's asthmatic, my mom had chemo a few years back, my grandpa is 
recovering from having a pacemaker installed, and my brother works in a major hospital. 

I'm definitely not turning in my best work this semester and I know many students 
are under similar stress. In a time of such uncertainty and genuine danger we should 
have to worry about school as little as possible.” 


"I believe that taking steps like Bowdoin has to implement a complete 
pass/fail semester would greatly benefit the health, learning, and 
productivity of our students."* 




“At a school where the inequalities of privilege are already starkly apparent, why wouldn’t 
the school take this opportunity to begin the work to create a more equitable learning 
environment for everyone? This is an opportunity for the administration to begin to 
demonstrate that it cares for the well-being of ALL of its students, not just SOME of 
its students.” 

"As a faculty member, I fully support this movement. During an extremely 
challenging time, we must uplift the students of Middlebury and make sure 
every single student has the same opportunity of success in this academic 
system. I hope the administration truly takes into account all the barriers that 
can make it near impossible for a student to fully participate in remote learning 
and makes equity at the forefront of Middlebury's mission." FACULTY MEMBER 

“At a school where the inequalities of privilege are already starkly apparent, why wouldn’t 
the school take this opportunity to begin the work to create a more equitable learning 
environment for everyone? This is an opportunity for the administration to begin to 
demonstrate that it cares for the well-being of ALL of its students, not just SOME of 
its students.” 

“I actually didn't want to sign this at first because I don't think I will be motivated to put 
the same amount of work in for my classes if I'm going to pass anyway. But if it helps 
reduce the burden on my classmates, which it seems it will, then I figure signing is 
the right thing to do.” * 


"I think this is a very worthwhile idea. I don't think students will 
abuse it, because a student who doesn't get credit for a class will 
need to make that up somehow which could be a burden later. But 
it still offers a great safety net in a challenging circumstance, and 
should remove a great deal of the anxiety. Faculty Member 


“The current P/F system implicitly discriminates against communities from lower 
socioeconomic backgrounds. A universal system ensures a level playing field. This is not 
a time for incentives and competition. Safety and health first. Grades at this time are far 
from the priority.” 




"My living situation is perfectly fine. I would rather forego a couple of A's and a 
boost to my own GPA or grad school apps than have my fellow students 
take unnecessary hits 

There is already a huge knowledge gap at Midd among students 
from wealthy/not wealthy backgrounds—why make it worse? MIDD 
should be doing everything it can to help ALL of its students, not 
just a select few. This would be a step in helping everyone. * 

“Student and faculty lives have been upended in this global pandemic. These are not the 

academic circumstances we have prepared for. It is naive for us to think that all students 
have just gone home to their cozy and safe living environments. Universal Pass/Fail is 
important because these students that are inconvenienced the most by this should 
not be punished for their circumstances that are not within their control. Your pass is 
not suddenly less valid because everyone else received it, but honestly your grade would 
be because these grades don't come with descriptions. They don't come with student 
testimony and photograph evidence of one's circumstance. We are in a global 
pandemic. Do us all a favor and show some humanity for your fellow peers.” 

Students should not be penalized for factors beyond their control. This includes 
students who are at a disadvantage under the current model because their circumstances 
render letter grading an inviable option for them. This also includes students who would 
suffer under a universal pass/fail model because they require strong letter grades 
this semester to compete for grad school or in the job market.” 

“We need a change from our current model! It shouldn’t be hard to stand up with our 
peers and actively find ways we can support each other. I believe making this change 
will have a positive and lasting impact for everyone in our college.” 

“I would just like to stand in solidarity with the severe struggles other Midd kids are 
facing right now because of the optional pass fail. I'm lucky enough to have a stable 
home life but I fear for those who don't and I want to make things fairer for them. Also, I 
am concerned about the mental health of Midd students regarding the immense pressure 
students feel to choose grades even when they can't afford to do so. I can only imagine 
mental health is in an extremely poor state right now for those that are 
disproportionately affected and it does not need to be made worse.” 




"Having students opt in means that the playing field is not level. I've heard a 
lot of concern that students who opt in may face a disadvantage when they 
later apply for jobs, professional school, graduate school, etc. By having 
EVERYONE working at the same level the signal is sent that it was a level 
playing field. Many of peer schools have gone to a S/u or P/F for all students, 
so employers, professional schools and graduate schools will have to 
adjust for more than us." Faculty 

“I am very lucky to have a home where I will be able to focus on school work but I want to 
support my peers who have more difficult situations or may need to focus on 
helping their families in the future. 

“Why take sides when there is a way to help both these camps at the same time? 

The Dual A grading system incentivizes high performance by offering the best grades to 
those who put in the work, taking care of students who are counting on this semester's 
grades to get by, while not penalizing students who by virtue of returning home take 
on other priorities as all of us do. 


"This is about equity. It should be a no brainer." 




